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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-2, 12-13, 14, 18-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Honchi et al. (JP2002-049367, hereinafter Honchi). 

Regarding claim 1, Honchi discloses an arrangement of a videoconference end- 
point comprising: a projective surface (13, Drawings: 1-3), a video projector (12, 
Drawing: 1) emitting beam of light creating one or more images on the projection 
surface (1 3, Drawing: 3), an end-point (for example 1 1 a, Drawing: 1 ) associated with 
video camera (14, Drawing: 1) directed towards the video projector (12) and residing 
within the beam of light, beam area generator (reads on 53, Drawing: 4) adapted to 
generate an area of light or absence of light in the beam replacing part of, and/or adding 
a part to, the one or more images, to cover at least part of the video camera and 
thereby prevent the video camera from substantially capturing beam of light (abstract; 
paragraphs: 0018 - 0036). 

Regarding claim 14, Honchi discloses a method of operating a video conference 
end-point comprising: emitting a beam of light from a video projector (12, Drawing: 1 ) to 
create one or more images on projective surface (13, Drawing: 3), directing the end- 
point (for example 11a, Drawing: 1) associated with video camera (14, Drawing: 1) 
towards the video projector, the camera residing in the beam of light as shown in 
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Drawing: 1 , generating an area of light or absence of light in the beam to replace a part 
of, or add a part to, the one or more images (Drawing: 3), and adjusting at least the 
position of the area of light or absence of light to cover at least a part of the video 
camera as shown in Drawing: 3 to thereby prevent the video camera from substantially 
capturing the beam of light (abstract; paragraphs: 0018 - 0036). 

Regarding claims 2, 12-13,18-19, Honchi further teaches the following: camera 
position detector (reads on signal Va produced by camera) adapted for determining the 
size and shape of the area, camera position detector is integrated in or connected to a 
codec and/ or the video camera (paragraphs: 0027-0028) (codec not shown, but implied 
as image has to be compressed in order to make it possible to transmit as is well known 
in the art), video camera (14, Drawing: 1) in front or behind the projective surface 
(Drawing 1), initializing the position and/or size of the area of light or absence of light by 
initially generating the area to cover substantially the whole of the one or more images 
and shrinking the area until the one or more edges of the area of the area is/are 
detected, initializing the position and/or size of the area of light or absence of light by 
initially generating the area to cover a part the one or more images residing within the 
video camera, and expanding the area until one or more edges of the area is/are 
detected (paragraphs: 0030 - 0036). 

3. Claims 3-1 1 and 1 5-1 7 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melur Ramakrishnaiah whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8098. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 Hr schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curt Kuntz can be reached on (571 ) 272-7499. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. J 




Melur Ramakrishnaiah 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2614 



